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BOLSHEVIK RUSSIA RENOUNCES CLAIMS TO THE STRAITS
While the provisional Russian government under Prince
Lwow, which assumed power after the first revolution in
March, 1917, intended to continue fighting in the Allied
camp, its intention to maintain Russian claims under the
secret treaties was disavowed by the Bolshevik party which,
on this issue, forced the resignation of Foreign Minister
Miliukow and proclaimed its opposition to annexation.
When the Bolsheviks gained control in the fall of 1917, they
promptly published and denounced the secret treaties with
the Allies, renouncing, specifically, all claims to Constan-
tinople and the Straits which, they declared, ought to remain
under Turkish sovereignty. The beginning of separate
peace negotiations with the Central Powers at the end of
1917 gave the Allies the signal to proclaim the lapse of the
secret agreements with Russia. The question of the Straits
once more emerged, awaiting solution; and there is no evi-
dence showing that either Great Britain, France or Italy
were disturbed by Russia's abandonment of her claims to
the Straits, however much they may have regretted Russia's
withdrawal from the war.11
Although the separate peace treaty between the Central
Powers and Soviet Russia, concluded at Brest-Litovsk on
March 3, 1918, fell far short of the program of the Bolshe-
viks for a peace based on no annexations and no indemnities,
the action of Russia in voluntarily renouncing any conquest
has a very important influence on post-war Russo-Turkish
11 For the attitude of the provisional government and of the Bolsheviks
toward the secret treaties and the Straits question, see Constantinople et
les Detroit*, Vol. I, Nos. CCCMCCLXIV, pp. 458-526-, Howard, The
Partition of Turkey, pp. 194-196, 198-200.